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Preface:  
Part I: History and Background:  

 

Emilie Pauline Welk was the daughter of Wilhelm Fein and Adele Brenner. Emilie was born on November 
10, 1907, in the German settlement, Fachrie, Romania, near the Black Sea delta of the Danube River. Her 
father, Wilhelm Fein was the son of German settlers near Odessa, Russia, on the Crimean Peninsula, the 
delta of the Volga River. Young Wilhelm was conscripted into the Russian navy and served as sailor on 
the infamous Russian Warship, Potemkin. Because the food was appalling and the living conditions were 
unbearable, a mutiny occurred and Wilhelm could not return to Russia. He abandoned ship at 
Constanta, Romania, and looked for German settlers. He found his sweetheart, Adele Brenner, married, 
and went farming in the Dobrudja, Romania.  Emilie was their oldest and first child, who was soon 
joined, by brothers and sisters: Albert, Bertha, Otto, Paul, Edward, Melitta, who died in infancy and Emil, 
who was deaf, because of an infant ear infection. Being the oldest child, Emilie quickly learned how to 
assume responsibilities, which was a very strong feature that served her own family and children well. 
 

The German settlers in Eastern Europe had emigrated from Germany two or three generations earlier. 
But they never assimilated into local cultures. They fostered strong family ties, and maintained their 
German customs, language, and religion. Intermarriages with native Russian or Romanians were 
extremely rare. For political reasons in anticipation of World War II, these German settlers were forced, 
to abandon their farms and homes. Yet their strong family relationships continued. They met whenever 
possible to discuss, counsel, help, and support each other in small family settings, and in larger 
organizations such as the Bessarabier, Dobrudjaner, Donauschwaben and others. I recall many a Sunday 
afternoon, walking with my parents, more than ten kilometers just to visit aunts, uncles, and cousins. 
During these visits, the adults seemed to talk endlessly about the olden days, but I did not remember 
much.  So I asked my mother, Emilie, to put it all into writing. As in everything, everything had to be 
good and right. Emilie did more than simply write down history  –  she captured reality. 
 

At times the reader may not be certain, who is referred to; if so, please remember the memoirs were 
written primarily for the sake of family. E.g., Emanuel Welk is Father. Foreign words, and names, are 
identified by italics. Explanatory additions are in square parentheses. Chapters and paragraphs divisions 
are at the discretion of the translator. Web page links are underlined and may be subject to change. 
 

Chapter 1, 1907 to 1923, My Childhood in Romania 
Chapter 2, 1923 to 1939, Life in Romania 
Chapter 3, 1939 to 1942, Leaving Romania: Life in Transition 
Chapter 4, 1942 to 1945,  From Camp Life to Czechoslovakia to Germany 
Chapter 5, 1945 to 1950, Back in Germany 
Chapter 6, 1950 to 1970, The Best Years in Germany and Canada 

 

http://www.cityofart.net/bship/ru_potemkin.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dobruja
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Part II:  

The Final Years, Following 1970 
 

 
In their old age Emanuel and Emilie Welk, lived peacefully, in reasonably good health, debt-free, in their 
own home, at 1031 –  17th Street, N. E., Calgary, Alberta.  They enjoyed the fruit of their labor, and the 
food from their own garden. Father would often play Christian hymns on the accordion, 
“Ziehharmonika;” and Mother would sing them by heart. They competitively played much Black 
Gammon, and very much appreciated the Christian community of St. Matthew Lutheran Church; they 
were ill, if they missed a worship service. 
 
Their children were scattered all over North America, except Paul and Adele Eckert, Brigitte and Helmut, 
without whose help, assistance and company, their last years in Calgary would have been dreary.  
Whenever possible, they travelled to Ontario, Colorado, and Vancouver Island, where Oma and Opa 
brought joy to their children, and great joy to grandchildren. They even visited friends and relatives in 
Germany. 
 
In her last years, Mother’s health failed, but she did live to be 78 years old. Though Mother suffered 
from diabetes, and missed her sweets, she never had a “poor-me” attitude. Her memoirs, though filled 
with hardship, do not bewail personal grief, and make no mention of her struggle with diabetes. 
 
In his last years as an employee, Father worked in the maintenance department of the City of Calgary, at 
Queens Park Cemetery, where they are both buried, side by side. Father’s constitution was stronger. He 
lived to be 88. When Mother was sick, Father was endless hours at her bedside; and in those years, he 
revealed that he had a soft loving heart also. After Mother was gone, Father soon sold the house, and 
entered a Senior Citizen Complex. Before he died, he voluntarily disbursed all their funds, and gave away 
whatever money he had left.  
 

They came with nothing into the world, and they left with nothing. 
Though they had little in life and in death, yet they were rich and made others rich. 

Their greatest treasure, which we still have, are these memoirs of Emilie. 
They continue to en-richen our lives and those, who read them. 

 
 
 

Emilie  
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Part III:  

Family Relationships, Names, And Time Line: 
 

 

        
        Wilhelm 

Fein 
   

Martin 
Welk 

  
Mr.? Binder 

Adele 
Brenner 

   

  Names 
??? 

 

 
 

 
Mrs. Binder 

Emilie 
   

August Berta 
 

Theophil 

Albert 
   

Jakob 
  

Dora 

Berta G.Neubauer 

  
Wilhelm Lydia 

 
Alfred 

Otto Ingrid 
 

Name (?) Christian Emil 
 

Paul 

Edward Erika Sister↗ 
 

Emanuel Trudi 
 

Willie 

Melitta 
 

A. Hermann 

 
Others ? Marichen 

  Emil 
 

Herbert 
  

Erika 
  

        
        Emilie 

Fein        and   
Emanuel 

Welk 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Gotthold 
Burgemeister 

Otto Adele Paul Martin Erna 
 

Renate Herman 

Renate Paul Eckert Matilda Sue Egon Klein 

   Rita Brigitte Rose  Richard Nicole Randy Ames 

  Horst Helmut Kutzke Robert Jason Jack 
  Rosemary 

 
Peter 

  
Tyler 

  

  
Paul Jitka Mathias 

   Horst Brigitte John 
 

Samuel 
   Charlotte Darren Christine Alex Roche 

    Sara Erika James Michael 
  

Color Code: 
 Curtis Ryan Timothy Konrad 

 
Emanuel and Emilie Welk have: 

   
Wesley 

 
  5 Children     

B. Deacon Helmut 
 

Sophie 
 

14 Grand Children   

Rosemary Lana 
   

18 Great Grand Children 

Robert Mitchell 
   

Husband Marriage Wife 

John Madison 
   

Child Grnd Chld Grt Grnd Chld 
 

Birth of Emilie P. Fein  ………………………………                        1907 
World War One  ………………………………………            1914 to 1918 
Marriage of Emilie and Emanuel Welk  ……          1930 
Left Romania  …………………………………………..             1939 
World War Two  ………………………………………            1940 to 1945 
Life in Refugee Camps    …………………………..    1939 to 1943 
Life in Czechoslovakia  …………………………….    1943 to 1945 
Life in Germany   ……………………………………..           1945 to 1957 
Life in Calgary, Canada   …………………………..           1957 to 1985 


