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Preface 
  
Paul Welk is a son of Emanuel and Emilie Welk. His parents were 
second or third generation German settlers in Romania. In 
anticipation of World War II, virtually all Germans were removed 
from Eastern Europe, and repatriated to Germany. During this period 
of transition the Welks temporarily stayed in Austria, where Paul was 
born. They were moved to Czechoslovakia. In 1945 they came to 
Germany. Searching for a better life, they came to Canada, in 1957.  
 
Over the Christmas Holidays, 2011, my son Peter insisted and said, 
“As you asked your mother, Emilie, to write her memoirs, I am asking 
you to do the same!”  What could I say? Here I am, sitting at the 
keyboard. Thus these memoirs are in effect the sequel of Emilie’s 
Memoirs; both memoirs are written by reason of special request. 
 
Events are identified by date and place. As circumstances suggest, 
the memoirs follow the format of the Gospel writers, who recorded 
the events in the life of Jesus Christ. On occasion, they not only 
described events, they interpreted them; they even jumped ahead in 
time and, like sub a plot, concluded a certain sequence of events; 
then  they back-tracked, and carried on chronologically. 
 
These memoirs do not merely present historical facts. At times they 
analytically delve into the thinking of the author, and exceed the 
realm of physical experience. They include deductions and present 
lessons, which could, or should be learned from past experiences 
and older generations – not as sermons, but illustrations, which 
hopefully offer new insights and useful information to the reader. 
 
Pictures are essential illustrations of the past; unfortunately the 
quality of old pictures may not meet modern standards. Direct 
dialogue is employed as a literary device and may not be a n exact 
record of spoken words. To protect the privacy of some individuals, 
who may still be alive, only first names may be given. As 
circumstances suggest the author used the personal pronoun I, or his 
first and last name. The title does not apply exclusively to the author, 
it is characteristic of any servant of the Lord: We serve all, but and 
are enslaved to none. 
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The Best Is Yet To Come. 
My ordination blessing is still in effect. 
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